
CHARLES ROSE ARCHITECTS INC
PROJECTdata

AUB COMPETITION, SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
Beirut, Lebanon

Competition: School of Business, 2003

Scope: Interactive tiered classrooms; faculty offi ces; full kitchen and café; reception halls; roof 
terrace; courtyard and viewing terrace; two-storey parking.

Business schools often encourage active exchanges between the outside commercial world and 
the students and faculty within. The business schools we’ve constructed—including two since 
AUB invited us (and four other fi rms) to its international competition—started with an explora-
tion of this fundamental value. We considered how architecture could open a school to a region’s 
business community and foster connections with executives, entrepreneurs, companies. We 
also considered how architecture could convey the standards of excellence and energetic pace 
consistent with today’s workplaces.

AUB had set aside a hillside site above the Corniche with breathtaking views of the Mediter-
ranean. Our design makes two important gestures. We sited the business school at the edge 
of the lower campus so it would sit prominently on the Corniche and create a high-profi le 
complex that is visible from downtown. Our design also makes a conscious nod to AUB’s land-
scape tradition by creating an expansive green, gardens and pedestrian paths that tie into the 
broader campus. 

The space requirements for the new school were quite large, and our solution was to break 
the mass into two buildings, a sandstone bar and a glass tower, which connect via a planted 
bridge. This move creates a dramatic portal, which frames views of the Mediterranean and 
echoes a local leitmotif, in which many downtown streets offer sea vistas, creating beautiful 
perforations in the dense urban fabric. The buildings themselves are masses that harmonize 
with the campus and with the urbanism of the Corniche. Overall, our design creates openness, 
an outward orientation, and ample social spaces, including a reception hall and roof deck in 
the transparent glass tower. A fl oor below the deck serves as incubator space for local start-
ups—an idea we used again for the Beacom School of Business in South Dakota. Both buildings 
open on the Mediterranean side to a terrace that overlooks the Corniche; below are two fl oors 
of parking.

Materials: Sandstone; limestone; steel; glass; concrete.

Cost: $22,000,000



“Twenty-seven firms responded to the initial competition 

call; however, only six were invited to submit for the sec-

ond stage....The bold project developed by Charles Rose had 

specific intentions to mitigate the multiple forces present at 

this very special site. When asked about the main concepts 

for his project Mr. Rose said: ‘We were trying to do a number 

of things. The campus in a way lacked a moderately scaled 

landscape. You find either a big playing field...or very small-

scaled landscape moments...no middle-sized landscape. We 

introduced a larger landscape with a collegiate feel.’”

Michel A. Mounayar, “Rebuilding Education in the Middle East: AUB’s New School of 

Business in Beirut,” Competitions, Spring 2005

Publications:

Charles Rose, Architect, Princeton Architectural Press, New York, 2006.

Mounayar, Michel. “Rebuilding Education in the Middle East: AUB’s New School of Business in 
Beirut,” Competitions, Spring 2005.
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