
CHARLES ROSE ARCHITECTS INC
PROJECTdata

CAMP PAINT ROCK
Hyattville, Wyoming  USA

Commissioned by: The Alm Foundation

Scope: A camp for underprivileged urban Los Angeles eighth-graders who have strong academic 
and leadership potential. Paint Rock is the fi rst stop for students selected for a fi ve-year high 
school mentoring program; it comprises 16 buildings clustered at the entrance to a canyon: 
boys’ and girls’ cabins; a dining hall; director’s house; counselors’ lodge and stable.

The origins of Paint Rock are far from Wyoming, in the rough streets of South Central Los Ange-
les, where a chief executive of a Fortune 500 company drove each morning on this way to work 
and began to think about how he could transform the lives of children there. His answer was to 
build a camp on some of the 110,000 acres of rugged canyon land he owned, a place so vast that 
an inner city kid might discover a sense of new possibilities there. In early talks with Charles 
Rose Architects, he and his wife explained that the architecture should refl ect the camp’s phi-
losophy of self-reliance and risk-taking. So we began by asking: How can our buildings encour-
age teen-agers to confront the unfamiliar? How do we create architecture that promotes self-
reliance within an interdependent community?

The plan we developed harnesses the dramatic elements of the West—its geology, its rug-
gedness, its compelling landforms—and creates architecture that in itself is a type of western 
landscape: a canyon rim, a rocky ledge, a steep hill to scale. Some steel-framed cabins perch 
on the canyon’s steep walls, creating lookouts and stunning views. In other cabins, sliding doors 
open to the sky; ladders and roof decks entice campers to climb and explore. Openings in the 
roofs, such as the main dining hall, evoke the fi ssures and crevices of the region’s rock faces 
and allow in abundant northern light. Seen from above, the individual buildings, which connect 
via bridges and informal pathways, make a light impression on the land—almost like a grouping 
of tents—and yet together form a substantive community.

Materials: Concrete; steel; cedar; locally quarried stone; Galvalume; reclaimed heavy timber; 
Lexan.

Completed: 2000

Cost: $5,200,000

“A Paintrock teen named Michelle recently commented 



on ‘how you can see the night sky from every single bunk.’ 
Her fellow camper Betty chimed in: ‘And all the cabins are 
unique—some have roof decks, some don’t but are close 
to the stream (which can help hot nights feel a lot cooler), 
some are near the bathrooms (which can be a very good 
thing), and one has this great boulder coming up through 
the floor.’ By design, there’s no best or worst cabin: They 
all have carefully calculated trade-offs.”

Sarah Amelar, Architectural Record, October 2006

Awards: 

American Institute of Architects New England Award for Design Excellence

American Architecture Award, The Chicago Athenaeum

Boston Society of Architects Design Honor Award

I.D. Design Award  

American Wood Council National Honor Award
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