
CHARLES ROSE ARCHITECTS INC
PROJECTdata

FITNESS CENTER COMPETITION
Brown University
Providence, Rhode Island  USA

Invited Competition: Brown University

Scope: New entry to athletic complex, including fi tness center with climbing wall, exercise 
rooms, gyms, and changing areas.

Brown solicited designs for a fi tness center within the Erickson Athletic Complex, a jumble of 
large buildings that lacked connection to the landscape and one another. Our proposed design 
is highly mindful of Brown’s urban setting, historic buildings and patchwork of gardens and civic 
landscapes. It seeks to bring order and cohesiveness to the athletic complex within this context 
by placing the building—which is open and transparent—on the street. Siting it directly on Hope 
Street allowed us to create a new portal to the complex plus a large courtyard in the very center. 
This elegant solution diminishes the bulky scale of the existing athletic facilities, energizes the 
street edge and makes a new green space in keeping with Brown’s urban campus design.

Completed: Unbuilt

“Charles Rose brought considerable competition experi-

ence to the Brown project. Rose’s design best responds to 

the brief to replicate the small spaces that define much 

of the Brown campus....The Rose design is intriguing, fun, 

and the most integrated into the continuous fabric of the 

Brown landscape.” 
 
William Morgan, “Brown University Raises the Bar – for a Moment: The Jonathan 

Nelson Fitness Center Competition,”Competitions, 2006



Publications:

Charles Rose, Architect, Princeton Architectural Press, New York, 2006.

Morgan, William. “Brown University Raises the Bar – for a Moment: The Jonathan Nelson 
Fitness Center Competition,” Competitions, Spring 2006.
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